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Message from Chloe Learey:       
 
Creating Connections: 
 
One of my goals as Executive Director is to foster 
opportunities for families to connect with one 
another beyond pick-up and drop-off times.  Having 
connections with other parents has been invaluable 
to me, and many of my relationships started when 
my children came to Prouty.  
 
The Parent Advisory Group is one way to get 
connected with many different types of activities at 
Prouty.  This group is made up of two parent 
representatives from each classroom and a staff 
representative.  Currently the group includes: 
 
 Libby Beecher (Young Toddlers) 
 Deb Heller (Older Toddlers) 
 Jen Anderson (Older Toddlers) 
 Keira King (Preschool as of Sept.) 
 Susan Heimer (Staff representative) 
 
There is an opening for a parent from the Younger 
Toddler Classroom and a parent from the Preschool 
to be on that Committee.  If you are interested, 
please let your classroom teacher know.  This group 
has been instrumental in helping with accreditation, 
Taste of the Town, and other activities.  We will be 
gathering soon to plan activities for the year, and 
will keep you posted.  
 
Another way to connect with families is through 
doing your ten family volunteer hours over the 
course of the year.  These hours are meant to help 
build community among everyone who is connected 
to Prouty, and are an important aspect of the whole 
experience.  Since moving to the new building, the 
focus on completing these hours has dropped off a 
bit (for which I take partial responsibility, since I 
was the parent in charge of tracking family hours 
and letting people know their status)!  These hours 
can be fulfilled a number of ways, either 
individually or through group projects, such as work  

 
 
 
parties, organizing a potluck or parent night, creating 
a fundraiser, etc.  The opportunities are endless, so if 
you have an idea, feel free to put it out there as a 
possibility. 
 
Finally, the Board offers another chance to get 
involved via committees, which you see listed in the 
Board Corner of this newsletter.  These committees 
are open to both parents and community members as 
a way to contribute to the Center and continue 
making it a better place.  I am even more clear about 
what a tremendous place The Winston Prouty Center 
is after my first few weeks here, and we can always 
improve.  Ideas and suggestions are welcome! 
 
Chloe 
 
Congratulations to Jared Flynn for his Community 
Person Award which he received here at the Center 
with his immediate family and extended Prouty 
family in attendance.  WTSA’s Tim Johnson and 
George Haynes, President and CEO of Brattleboro 
Savings & Loan, presented Jared with his much 
deserved award for his unending contributions to the 
Prouty Center.  In typical Jared fashion, he turned 
his financial award back over to the Prouty Center. 
 

 
 
Books are always a favorite. . . indoors or out! 
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Announcements & Upcoming Events 
 
It is with sadness that we say goodbye to our 
Preschool Head Teacher, Nan Mann.  She has 
brought so much of her skill, talent, passion for 
teaching and love of children that she will be greatly 
missed.  The children here have certainly benefited 
from having Nan as their teacher.  Nan will be here 
to see her Preschool  class “graduate” on August 13th 
and her last day with us with be August 17th.  We 
wish her well in her new position at the 
Neighborhood Schoolhouse as their Administrative 
Director. 
 
We are thrilled to announce that our own Ana 
Williams, Older Toddler Head Teacher, will be 
moving to the position as Preschool Head Teacher.  
Ana brings her enthusiasm and professionalism to 
her new position and looks forward to working with 
children who are preparing for their entry into 
kindergarten.   The Prouty Center is recruiting for 
Ana’s replacement prior to the start of the fall 
semester. 
 
The Center will be closed on August 30th and 31st  

for an In-Service prior to reopening for the fall 
on September 4th.  It is closed, of course, for 
Labor Day on September 3rd. 
 
Work is scheduled to install our new donated play 
structure during the last week of August.  Vermont 
Yankee staff will be volunteering to do the work and 
would welcome the addition of more volunteers 
from the Prouty community.   Your volunteer time 
goes toward your Parent Hours! 
 
 
Our big summer field trip is always an all school 
trip to Lake Spofford.  This year we have 
planned it for Monday, August 6th, in the 
morning.  Permission slips are in parent 
mailboxes, the cost is $2.50 per person, adult or 
child.  Siblings are welcome to come, just let us 
know so we can count them in our numbers, and 
of course they must be paid for as well.  We’ll 
need drivers so let teachers know if you can, if 
you have proper insurance which must be on file 
in our office, and how many children you can 
transport.  We’ll eat lunch there and come back 
to rest.  
 
 
 

Report from the Younger Toddlers 
 
The Younger Toddler class is now living up to its 
name, with a much younger group than in the spring.  
Two year-olds Tristan, Benji and Dallin will begin 
transition visits to the Older Toddler Room next 
month.  We are sad to say that our other two year-
old classmate, MacKenzie, will be moving to 
Concord, NH on August 10th.  We will miss her! 
 
This month we welcomed Evie, Soitmatua, Maddie, 
Ellie and Ridley.  They are really adjusting very well 
to their new classroom, teachers, and friends. 
 
Along with younger children has come a change in 
the room arrangement and curriculum offerings to 
better suit their needs and interests.  We are back to 
cause and effect toys and working to establish clear 
routines—so important in the life of a toddler. 
 
Summer in Vermont is a short and precious time, so 
we plan a more extended outdoor curriculum than 
we have the rest of the year.  This year, of course, all 
the classes have enjoyed the Memorial Park wading 
pool and water park.  On the days we go, it is the 
day’s highlight and our main activity.  It is usually a 
happy, excited group—what a resource for us!  On 
the other days we have offered a smattering of our 
school year favorites:  finger-painting, sensory 
choices, play dough, etc.  We are exposing some of 
the new children to these activities for the first time 
and toddlers like repetition, so we often do 
variations of the same activities.  (For example in the 
tradition of emergent curriculum we have observed 
that this is a group who loves play dough—so during 
the last month we varied the tools and colors of the 
materials so they could have different experiences 
with it.)  In addition, the older children are invited to 
join in with the all-school curriculum offerings of 
our summer program. 
 
We are delighted to report that Sandy Wycoff will 
become a regular assistant in the Younger Toddler 
Room soon, taking over the position formerly held 
by Lindsey.  With both Kathy and Marie taking July 
vacation time we have had Sandy covering in the 
afternoons in our room, so she already knows the 
children.  Sandy comes to us with loads of 
experience, having been the Coordinator of the Early 
Education Program at St. Michael’s School and the 
Head Teacher of a preschool classroom there.  She  
 
Younger Toddlers (continued 1st column, page 6) 
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Older Toddler News 
 
How does your garden grow. . . 
 
After planting the seedlings and continuing to 
discuss our garden in the classroom, the children 
have begun noticing changes!  Our pumpkins have 
blossomed, the tomatoes have become real little 
tomatoes, the bean plants have become more “bean-
like,” and the herbs are doing marvelously!  This 
past week, it seems everything has become bigger 
and more colorful!  Now that the plants are more 
recognizable in their shapes and colors, the children 
have become more interested in them!  During small 
group, the children got to water the individual plants 
and pick cilantro, parsley, basil and lettuce. The 
children were intrigued by the bumpy shapes and the 
textures.  The beans looked different, one had red 
stripes (pinto beans) and the others were slender, 
green and fuzzy. 
 
As part of our learning about vegetables and fruit, 
we’ve had a few families bring in fresh produce.  
Williams’s family shared their beans and snap peas.  
Many of the children were excited to try the 
vegetables and surprised when they liked the flavor! 
We also enjoyed seedless watermelon from Isaiah’s 
family.  The watermelon was a hit! 
 
Building a community. . . 
 
We have been working on becoming a classroom 
community. With our recent new friends, the 
children continue to work on listening to each other, 
sharing their space and the toys and “using their 
words” when they are upset or angry. Many are 
intrigued with crying. This is a nice platform for 
talking about feelings and why someone would cry.  
Last week, after hearing someone cry, one of the 
children stated very matter of factly, “They are 
upset.”  This was a fantastic example of how much 
work the children are doing to connect with each 
other!  We are working on empathy building! 
 
Just keep swimming. . . 
 
We began our summer program! The children have 
been enjoying swimming and walking to the pool.  
It’s like a mini-field trip every time!  It’s been 
amazing to watch the children play in the sprinklers 
and the baby pool.  There is so much laughing and 
squealing with joy!  
  
Older Toddler (continued on next column) 

Older Toddler (continued from 1st column) 
 
The children who stay back at the school have 
enjoyed a small group dynamic. They’ve gotten to 
play in the beautiful sandbox, water the garden, play 
with the water tables, etc. 
 
On Tuesdays and Thursdays, the school has come 
together to participate in a mix-up of activity time. 
Teachers set up activities and centers while the 
children make choices of where they want to play.  
We’ve had a guest speaker on worms, a dance party, 
an impromptu play, and a worm mural to name a 
few!  This is always a nice opportunity for the 
children to explore and experience different 
activities and different people. 
 
Goodbye and hello. . . 
 
It has been a pleasure to work with the Older 
Toddlers.  They are amazing people!  With Nan 
leaving, I will be assuming the teaching position in 
the Preschool.  This is an exciting opportunity for 
me.  I will transition with the children who will be 
moving up to Preschool in September and we’ll have 
the chance to spend additional time together. 
 
   Ana, Sherri & Katrina 
 
 

 
 
Loving our garden together! 
 
 
 
Overheard in the Younger Toddler Room about 
our ride-on horse on wheels:   

“It’s a John Deere horse!” 
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Preschool News 
 
We are thoroughly enjoying our first summer in our 
new space.  The bridge is reopened, allowing us to 
walk to it and check out the traffic above and the 
water below.  We get to the pool up to three times a 
week, and even with the sprinklers closed due to a 
malfunction, we have really enjoyed it!  On days too 
cold for the pool, we’ve enjoyed the use of the Park 
playground as a really nice change of scene.  We are 
looking forward to performances in the park also, on 
Friday mornings, for the ones who don’t choose to 
swim that day. 
 
We love the summer and because it’s such a 
different season to be in “school” than the rest of the 
year, the staff plans and structures the day a little 
differently.  We still have morning arrival and 
welcoming activities in our own classrooms, but at 
9:15 on our off pool days, we meet as a large group 
in the playroom to gather, sing, and find out what 
our choices will be for outside activities.  So far on 
these days, we have wonderful options of mixing up 
to do activities with children from all three classes 
and with teachers who keep thinking up really 
different and fun things to do.  We’ve had a visit 
from a Master Gardener, played parachute games, 
had face painting, dug in the sandbox for animals or 
with blocks, examined and weeded the garden, made 
a scarecrow, done wormy games, enjoyed our 
morning snacks outdoors and much, much more.  
Water tables and spray paint art are among the 
activities for future mornings. 
 
After about 45 minutes of moving through the 
activities and having snack, we clean up and just 
play for fun on the playground until lunch time.  
This gives all the children that much more 
opportunity to practice their social interactions, a 
very important part of the curriculum at any time of 
the year. 
 
Of course, one thought that keeps popping up in the 
preschool is the idea of Moving On.  We talk about 
going to new schools, meeting new friends, growing 
up and turning 5!  We’ve celebrated a lot of 
birthdays this month, and even the children who are 
not preparing to go to kindergarten are excited about 
growing up.  As Grace, who just turned 4, says “it 
feels great!” 
 
Preschool continued in next column 
 

 
Preschool continued from 1st column 
 
So we are planning our Moving On Ceremony.  We 
hope to keep it simple, and meaningful.  The whole 
class is of course invited, and at this time it looks 
like it will be scheduled for 5:30 p.m. on Monday, 
August 13th.  A brief potluck will follow the 
ceremony.  We are still in the planning stages as to 
location and type of presentation, but certificates 
have already been made and photo memory books 
are planned.  This will also be an opportunity for our 
class to bid Nan farewell as she moves on to a new 
school. 
 
Our summer session ends on August 29th, which is a 
regular, full day.  Then the staff will have in-service 
for two days, and we will reopen for the fall on the 
Tuesday after Labor Day, September 4th.  Have a 
wonderful rest of the summer! 
 
   Nan, Bob, Kate 
 

 
Making a scarecrow to protect the garden!  Look at 
our awesome veggies! 
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News from The Family, Infant and Toddler 
Program: 
 
Although new referrals continue to come in at a 
bustling pace, our FITP staff has also managed to 
attend important statewide discussions and trainings.  
Martha, Mary and Kathy traveled to Bennington last 
month to participate in the Interagency Coordinating 
Council’s lively discussion on how FITP in Vermont 
should respond during this period of public comment 
to the new proposed Part C regulations.  It was 
wonderful to hear our statewide advisory committee 
consistently choose to protect parents’ rights and 
best practice, despite the increased documentation 
and rigorous timelines this stance would require.  
This event included a lunchtime tribute to Marisa, in 
recognition of her many years of meaningful 
leadership and service on the ICC in support of 
children with special needs and their families in 
Vermont. 
 
Kathy and Mary attended the Summer Institute on 
Autism Spectrum Disorders, where they heard 
Serena Wiedler discuss The DIR/Floortime Model.  
The Developmental, Individual difference, 
Relationship-based (DIR) approach is a 
comprehensive developmental model of ongoing 
assessment and early intervention for children on the 
autism spectrum.  Some key ideas presented 
included:  Affect (passion, emotionality) is the 
vehicle for thinking and learning, and changes 
neurology.  Forming attachments and engaging in 
trusting relationships is a key emotional capacity 
that is essential to the development of language and 
of problem-solving skills.  It is important to create a 
world that encourages children to problem-solve 
throughout the meaningful activities of their day.  
We need to support initiative and intentionality in all 
our children. 
 
Several UVM graduate students will be joining 
Martha and Mary on their Early Intervention 
adventures in the coming weeks as they complete a 
10 hour clinical observation as part of their required 
coursework. 
 
We are serving several families in the Deerfield 
Valley Area.  FITP has collaborated with the 
Deerfield Valley Medical Center to use their space 
for community play group for the summer months.  
It has been a great opportunity for families to gather 
and play as we continue our work supporting the 
development of the children. 
FITP continued in 2nd column 

FITP (continued from 1st column)) 
 
Child Development Clinic will be using the FITP 
playroom for evaluations on August 27th from 9:30 
until 3:30 p.m.  Feel free to say “hi” to Dr. Kim 
Aakre, Carol Andrew, OTR and Cindy Hayman, 
MSW. 
 
And, most remarkably, we have all managed to 
sneak in some essential and invigorating vacation 
time…Joanne to Long Island, Martha to Rhode 
Island, Mary to Maine, and Kathy was able to spent 
time with friends and family. 
 
Once again, our most exciting news rivals even the 
Harry Potter conclusion, Kathy and Adam have 
learned the gender of their baby.  Let’s all make this 
world a beautiful place to welcome their baby girl in 
November!  
 

Mary, Martha, Joanne, Kathy 
 

 

 
 
Pretend play is the best! 
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Younger Toddlers (continued from 1st column, 
pg.2) 
 
has an Associate’s Degree in Early Childhood 
Education and additional experience running her 
own home childcare facility, and working as a para-
educator for the local school district in Prouty’s 
preschool classroom.  She says she is looking 
forward to getting to know you all. 
 
Louisa is almost done with her summer subbing.  
She is a favorite person of many of our children and 
we will miss her a great deal.  We wish her the best 
as she pursues her college career at the University of 
Missouri in the fall. 
 
We are eagerly awaiting the installation of a toddler 
fence to provide a safer space for our youngest 
children.  After installation we will still be able to 
take small groups out to the bigger playground with 
a teacher, but we will also be able to set up outdoor 
activities that are more toddler-friendly in our own 
area. 
 
Our marigolds love the outdoor spots outside our 
windows and the care that our little watering 
volunteers are still giving them.  Our tomato plant 
has a real baby tomato on it. 
 
Wow!  We are crazy about our big sandbox, newly 
covered with a spiffy roof with a skylight in it.  
Thanks again to all who made it possible, especially 
Jared Flynn, who knew how important this will be to 
the children. 
 
  Susan, Marie, Kathy 
 

 
Our youngest enjoying their snacks outside! 

 

News from the Front: 
 
A gentle reminder to everyone about the purpose 
of our keypad entry system.  Please do not bypass 
using the keypad to access the building.  It might be 
tempting to knock on a window or enter with 
someone else, but doing so completely invalidates 
its primary purpose.  The system maintains an 
accurate count of the people and times they enter 
and exit the building.  This data is then relied on as a 
means of reporting to agencies on attendance, child 
counts and emergency lists for the purpose of safe 
evacuation.  If you forget your PIN, go to the office 
door and ring the bell.  We’ll be only to happy to 
then furnish you with your number so that you may 
access the building using the system as intended.  
Thank you for helping to keep your children and our 
staff safe from intrusion.  
 
One more safety reminder:  Our driveway and 
parking lot are often occupied by children.  Please 
make every effort to SLOW WAY DOWN!  Try as 
we all might, little ones can break away and run off 
quickly.    
    Pat  
 
Just returned from the UK and it’s good to be back.  
For all of those folks thinking that things are 
financially difficult here in Vermont (or other US 
states), a visit to England is a real eye opener.  The 
US dollar is worth a mere 49 cents translated to a $5 
dollar bottle of water or cup of tea or coffee (no 
refills)!  If that doesn’t bring about appreciation, 
how about $7.80 per gallon for gasoline?  I will not 
be complaining any time soon about our cost of 
living.  We enjoyed everything Harry Potter and 
wonderful sights but at quite a cost higher than 
expected.  Anyone planning a European vacation 
that would like an update, feel free to give me a call.  
As a former professional travel agent having spent a 
week a month overseas just a few short years ago, 
there have been significant changes worth knowing. 
 
    JoAnn 
  
 
Summer offers a break from the regular school 
year curriculum, and the chance for children 
from different classrooms to interact during 
morning choice time on non-pool days. Teachers 
offer a variety of activities from face painting to 
gardening and much fun is had by all! 
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The Board Corner: 
 
We are pleased to announce that we have approved a 
budget for Fiscal Year 2008, and are looking 
forward to continuing building improvements as we 
start our second year at 20 Winston Prouty Way.  As 
some of you may know, Vermont Yankee has 
donated a play structure, and will be volunteering 
time to install it on the playground sometime in late 
August.  We are very grateful for this as we continue 
to create our outside space.  Also in the works are 
shade trees and a fence to separate the Younger 
Toddler area.  The work on the playground is part of 
the Building and Grounds Committee of the Board.  
If you have any input or would like to participate, 
feel free to leave a message at the Center. 
 
Board Committees include: 
 

• Development and Public Relations – 
Christian McLaughlin, Chair 

• Finance – Joanne Sprague, Chair 
• Building and Grounds – Jared Flynn, Chair 
• Strategic Planning – Matt Brady, Chair 
• Governance – David Petrie, Chair 

 
At the Annual Meeting in June, the Board of 
Directors and Officers were appointed and are as 
follows: 
 
Board of Trustees 
 
Julia Kilelee, President 
Matthew Brady, Vice President 
Joanne Sprague, Treasurer 
Melissa Mroz-Gaskill, Secretary 
 
Jeff Blais 
Jared Flynn 
Steve Jones 
Christian McLaughlin 
David Petrie 
Elizabeth Richards 
 
Here’s to a wonderful rest of the summer, and a 
strong start to the school year. 
 
  Julia Kilelee, Board President 
 
 
 

 
 
August Birthday Wishes to three 3 year olds: 
 
William turns 3 on August 23rd  
Jackson turns 3 on August 30th  
MacKenzie turns 3 on August 31st  
 
No staff birthdays in August 
 

 
 
 

 
 
Hanging around! 
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Staff:    257-7852 
 
Administration: 
 
Chloe Learey   Ext. 11 
Executive Director 
 
Patricia Field   Ext. 25 
Business Director 
 
JoAnn Carew   Ext. 10 
Office Manager 
 
Ariani Szykier   Ext. 21 
Documentation Coordinator 
 
 
Early Learning Center 
 
EL 1 – Young Toddlers Ext. 20 
Susan Heimer     
Kathy Wright   
Marie Gorst   
 
EL 2 – Older Toddlers Ext. 17 
Ana Williams   
Sherri Keefe   
Katrina Irish 
 
EL 3 – Preschool  Ext. 22 
Nan Mann   
Kate Holdsworth  
Robert Havens    
 
Alfred Hughes, Jr.   
Timothy Guarente 
Lynne Call 
 
 
Family Infant Toddler  258-2414 
 
Joanne Shaw 
Martha Healey-Nelson 
Mary Coogan 
Katherine Hallock 
 

 
 
We all so enjoy our garden! 
 

 
 
Water play is lots of fun! 
 
 

 
 
Summertime means outside a lot! 
 


