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Announcements (of which there are many):      
    
H E L P  for A Taste of the Town:  
 
An important event for The Prouty Center, we are 
still looking for volunteers to assist in the food pick-
up, setting up, serving, attending to guests and 
cleaning up.  There will be a Taste of the Town  run-
through with task assignments given on 
Wednesday, May 16th from 6 to 6:30 PM for all 
volunteers.  Please come to that meeting.  You’ll 
also find a sign up poster by the front doors. 
 
A Taste of the Town is off to a tremendous start.  
We have a wonderful Norwegian Majesty cruise 
for two to raffle including round-trip 
transportation from and back to your home!  
Thomas Transportation will pick you up to set sail 
on October 7th from Boston to St. George, Bermuda 
and will bring you back on October 12th.  We are 
limiting the raffle to 250 chances for $20 per chance.  
We’re also offering a 50/50 cash raffle for $1 per 
chance with the winner splitting the total cash 
generated. 
 
We will have a very noticeable presence in 
Brattleboro beginning this week on Friday, May4th 
during Gallery Walk.  We will be decorating 7 local 
merchant windows using a combination of balloons, 
streamers and posters to announce The Taste of the 
Town.  In exchange, each business will be selling 
tickets and raffle chances for us while advertising 
their support of the Center and our event.  It’s truly a 
win-win arrangement and gibes us a real opportunity 
to be in the community up close.  The following 
merchants are partnering with us in this promotion 
and sales campaign: 

 Twice Upon a Time 
 Gateway Travel  
 Baker’s Office Supplies Verde’s for 

Home and Garden  
 Newton Business Products 
 Scissor Masters 

 

We think this provides geographically well placed 
access to purchasing tickets.  Our own Alfred 
Hughes, Jr. will be joining Twice Upon a Time’s 
staff in announcing The Taste in their window 
during the May 4th Gallery Walk.  He will be doing 
the honor of cutting a cake baked by our own Sherri 
Keefe to officially kick off our ticket sales and offer 
the public “a taste” of their own.  Tickets and raffle 
tickets will be available beginning at 6 PM.  Tickets 
cost the same as last year.  $35 per person includes 
2 glasses of your choice of wine, beer or soft 
drink. 
 
Our Winston Prouty banner will be hung across 
Main Street two days later for a one week period.  
We are also expecting excellent media coverage.  
The public has the option to purchase tickets also 
through our website.  At www.winstonprouty.org, 
when they click on “tickets” they’ll immediately go 
to my email where they can request tickets.  We are 
trying to encourage early purchases so that entry to 
the event is made easier.  People can pay by credit 
card or send a check and we’ll send them the tickets. 
 
Staff should be aware that they will receive one 
complimentary ticket to attend.  If they would like to 
purchase additional tickets, they may have them 
deducted from their paycheck.  This is a good way to 
receive your tickets ahead of time too. 
    JoAnn C. 
 
REMINDER:  No school on Memorial Day, 
Monday, May 28th   & in-service on June 29th. 
 
Parent/Teacher Conferences will be on Friday, 
May 25th.  Please sign up to meet.  If you can’t 
make it on Friday or the times do not match your 
schedule, please let us know. 
Open House Potluck for Older & Younger 
Toddlers on May 24th from 5:30 – 7:00 PM. 
 



 

Older Toddlers 
Watching things change. . . 
The children have been enjoying the great weather!  Even when it was raining, the children enjoyed watching it from our windows.  They have begun noticing changes in the playground and in the trees.  The ground has gotten softer and the children have begun digging and transferring dirt from one place to another!  They have also become very interested in putting things into baskets/buckets such as dirt, plastic eggs, wood chips and other natural matter. 
 
This month has been very busy!  We began our month playing with colorful plastic eggs.  We used them in activities such as scavenger hunts (on the playground), dirt play in the sensory table, water play in the sensory table and then finally placing them in the dramatic play area.  The children seemed to really enjoy having these eggs in little baskets and carrying them around in their pretend play.  They also pretended to make scrambled eggs or hard boiled eggs in the kitchen area.  Some children shared that they were going to have egg hunts and egg painting with their families.  We painted eggs during small group time.  The children were intrigued with the vinegar and were curious as to why we needed vinegar in the colored solution. 
 
The sensory world. . . 
There was a great deal of sensory play this month.  We had the dirt table and the water table.  The children washed different toys and thoroughly enjoyed the glitter and sequins!  During the morning activity time, the children experienced shaving cream on colored cellophane!  They liked the slippery feeling to the cellophane and the way it would bunch up and become textured.  Then we added jewels and other objects to the shaving cream for fun’s sake and for fine motor control!  During small group time, the children made lime green play dough. It was beautiful.  Once it cooled, the children immediately got toothpicks, pipe cleaners, and straws.  The children each made  
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birthday cakes.  The play dough has become a material for creative expression.  This new development has been wonderful to watch.  The children have begun making such fantastic 3-Dimensional pieces of art.  This past week, the children began blowing bubbles!  This is always an awesome sight.  We brought bubbles outside during the beautiful days of spring. The children were blowing the bubbles and watching them float away; others ran after them and laughed when they popped.  It was magical! For some of the children, the act of blowing was something new. We practiced forming our lips in the appropriate way and then blowing out.  By the end of the week, they were pros! During the morning activity time, the children each got a straw and had an opportunity to blow bubbles in a large container. At first, many of the children got a taste of bubble solution (due to sucking up!). 
 
Movement and circle time. . . 
We have been having movement during our morning circle as a way for the children to get some challenging gross motor experiences. The children have really enjoyed doing “Simon says” and having “happy feet.” Beginning this week, the children are going to have an opportunity to lead “Simon says.” The children seem to really enjoy circle time.  They enjoy sharing time and seeing what their peers have brought in from home. We’ve had some really cool things such as a guitar, a mini-piano, and a puppy—just to name a few! And the best part is watching the child who has brought the item to share with their friends.  This has been so wonderful. 
 
Carrots!  Carrots, everywhere! 
We’ve continued with our carrot project.  The children continue to watch our carrots grow and have really enjoyed seeing the roots get bigger and bigger! We read The Giant Carrot before spring break.  When we came back, we began acting it out. The children really like sweet Little Isabelle. Last week, we decided to make  
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Young Toddlers News 
 
Every day a small group of toddlers gets out their spray bottles and waters our plants. The marigolds keep getting bigger. The grass got long enough to cut! We have also been watching the forsythia hedge outside the entrance go from buds to blooms.  On one of our walks we picked dandelions. This was quite a contrast to the week before vacation when we were still focused on snowsuits, shovels, and snowballs. 
 
When we talked about warm and cold weather, one of the children said, “chip, chop,” the refrain from our storyboard about keeping warm in winter. It is sometimes amazing to see the connections the children have made and witness their growing understanding of their world. 
 
Curriculum news is that we have been continuing with activities that encourage color sorting, tower building, and alphabet familiarity (good beginning math and pre-reading skill building). Next month we plan to do more of a focus on geometrical shape identification, pedestrian safety, and outdoor nature exploration.  Our color for May is yellow, a lovely one for spring. Ask your child if they can show you any yellow flowers (we got to see our April color purple on crocuses). Also, please emphasize “holding hands” in a street and parking lot and “looking both ways” before they cross the street as we will be talking about being safe around cars. 
 
As a result of getting in all the enrollment contracts, we have discovered that there will be transition positions available in the older toddler classroom this summer.  Previously we had expected most of the group would be with us until fall. We are sad to see changes since this group has become very close, but we will also be excited to make new friends, both in the older room and with new children entering the younger toddler room.  It is a great time to transition since in the warm weather we spend more time on the playground and doing outdoor  
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curriculum projects together with the other groups and there will be plenty of time for good friends to play with each other. 
 

 
 
The night before Parent Conference Day we will hold a Toddler Open House/Potluck which will give transitioning families a chance to see the Older Toddler Room.  Put May 24th at 5:30 on your calendar.  You are also welcome to talk to Head Teacher Ana to arrange visits. She encourages you to try to come in on a school day to see the program in action, especially with your visiting child. Everybody has at least three formal visits prior to transitioning and we provide more if needed.  Often the transition is harder for the parents than for the child who already has visited on Mix-Up Days! Familiarity with teachers, room layout, and classroom rules makes the process much smoother for both you and your child.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Preschool News: 
The biggest news of all in our class is by far:  Bob’s Baby!  Emma (middle name yet to be announced) was born at 11 a.m. on Friday, April 27th.  She was 6 lbs. and 15 ozs.  Congratulations to Bob, Elissa, and big sister Olivia! 
 
This past month we have been busy with many different activities.  Getting used to the irregular weather was only half the battle some days as we went from cold, to snow, to rain, to heat. . .it kept us all on our toes just knowing what to wear when we went outside!  So please be sure there is always a variety of weather appropriate extra clothing in your child’s cubby!  Thanks. 
 
We’ve continued with our theme of teamwork/respect.  Activities such as the all-class olla (Spanish for clay pot) where we had each child roll some Georgia clay into a long rope and add it to a single coil pot, which we allowed to air dry and will decorate as a group, emphasizing how we need to all work together to create a single, usable object. The children particularly enjoy how they can work independently and still create something together. 
 
We have also started some serious preparation for kindergarten, and even those students who won’t be leaving us in the summer or fall are excited about literacy and numeracy. We read a wonderful book from the library called “Alphabet City” which used photographs of found objects that looked like letters and then we went on an alphabet hunt of our own, finding C, I, Y, X, O, L, and more just in our own parking lot! (and we didn’t cheat and use license plates either!)  We are planning hopscotch games to teach number recognition and beanbag fun to develop balance during a movement activity as well. 
 
We recently held our classroom open house, which was attended by about half our families. It was fun to see parents led around to various centers and follow their children in a copy of  
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our daily circle time. Feedback was great and we appreciate how the parents really saw what the children practice and learn on a daily basis. 
 
One of our future curricula that we are already preparing for is an all school garden, to be constructed out in the lower field to the southeast of the parking lot.  We have again received a grant to work with the UVM Extension Service’s Youth Horticulture Project, which provides us with curriculum ideas, volunteer help, and some materials to make our own garden.  This year we hope to create vegetable beds in a permanent location for all three ELC classrooms to use.  The preschoolers have already started to make choices about what we want to plant in our section.  Look for sunflowers, nasturtiums, herbs, popcorn, cucumbers, tomatoes (however you pronounce them), and watermelon among others this coming harvest! 
 
Some dates of importance to put on your calendars are:  May 25th for Parent/Teacher Conferences, a 
possible June 26th graduation, an early 
release on June 28th and the center will be 
closed for in-service on June 29th.  
 
Welcome to Josh and his family who joined 
the Preschool on April 23rd! 
 
One final note:  When you pick up your children from the playground in the afternoon, please be careful to close the door to the hallway! Some of our more independent youngsters think that if it’s open, they can go inside alone.  Thank you very much! 
   Nan, Bob & Kate 
 
REMINDER:  Please label your child’s 
clothing, shoes, jackets, etc. 
 
A huge THANKS to Jared and his volunteers 
who gifted us with our fantastic new forest of 
trees.  We can all imagine the shade and 
beauty they’ll provide for years and years to 
come. 



 

Family, Infant Toddler Program 
 
FIT continues to be very busy with nearly 40 new 
referrals in the past four months.  We all enjoyed the 
week off to “breathe.” 
 
FIT would accept donated boppy pillows for our 
little ones.  Please contact Kathy at 258-2414 ext. 
14. 
 
 
FOR SALE:  Eddie Bauer wooden high chair, 
barely used.  New $125, asking $45. 
 Red metal twin bunk beds, $25 
  Call Joanne  387-6643 
 
 
Older Toddler (continued from page 2) 
sweet carrot puddin’! And they loved it. In fact, the children wanted to make more pudding, so we’ll continue making pudding and we might even try carrot cake!  The children also painted a large carrot during small group time.  This carrot will be hung in our classroom and we might use it as a prop for our next showing of The Giant Carrot. 
 
New Friends. . . 
We will be welcoming our new friends from the Young Toddler Room:  Jasper and William.  They have begun transition visits.  They will become a part of our classroom community by the end of May! 
 
If you’d like to join our fun or want to do an activity during small group time, please let us know.  It’s always a treat when parents come and join a part of our day.  Have a wonderful May and take care! 
  Ana, Katrina and Sherri 
 
 
A teacher was reviewing all the wondrous birds in a photo 
book.  Each beautiful color photo explained the habitat, 
behaviors and diets of each bird.  When they flipped the 
page to the pink flamingo, the children were all 
fascinated.  The teacher asked, “Does anyone know why 
this bird is standing on one leg?”  A little girl paused and 
answered, “I think she has to go pee!” 
 
 
 
Young Toddlers (continued from page 3) 
 
On Friday, May 25th, the center will be closed except for 
conferences.  Please speak to Susan to arrange a time to meet. The parent survey uncovered the fact that parents were not sure about our assessment process.  Basically this month we will be reviewing our Ages and Stages formal assessment tool to compare growth in various areas with our Fall assessment.  We also have been keeping track of the child’s activities and interests with our daily log sheets and weekly curriculum notes. We will review these to see if there are areas that we want to work on. Together with you we will set goals for the classroom (and/or at home). It is also just a great time to talk about children’s progress and how much these young explorers mean to us! 
  Susan, Kathy, Marie 
 
Other news to tell: 
 
Lindsey found it increasingly difficult to commute all the way from Dover and has submitted her resignation.  To provide summertime coverage, we will 
welcome Nan’s daughter Louisa, who will be with us starting the second week in May.  Louisa has volunteered other years and is great with young children.  The preschoolers will tell you she is a “real ballerina”—doing a dance program in college. 
 
Thanks to all who participated in the book exchange. We snagged a few good board books for our classroom that are in heavy use right now.  Also a big thank you to Liz MacDonald, a preschool parent, who cheerfully sewed us a new red changing pad.  We have appreciated donations of special snacks, classroom art supplies, and new wooden puzzles.  Parents have opportunities to volunteer with the Taste of the Town and garden/playground building ahead of us.  Speak to us if you are able to help.  Even little things can make a big difference. 
  Susan, Kathy, Marie  
 
 

 
 
 

 
Having coconut fun! 1 

 
Staff:    257-7852 
 
Administration: 
 
 
Patricia Field   Ext. 25 
Business Director 
 
JoAnn Carew   Ext. 10 
Office Manager 
 
Playroom   Ext. 18 
 
 
 
May Birthday Wishes to: 
 
Martha celebrates on May 11th 
Marie’s birthday is on May 23rd 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
Early Learning Center 
EL 1 – Young Toddlers Ext. 20 
Susan Heimer     
Kathy Wright   
Marie Gorst   
   
 
EL 2 – Older Toddlers Ext. 17 
Ana Williams   
Sherri Keefe   
Katrina Irish 
 
 
EL 3 – Preschool  Ext. 22 
Nan Mann   
Kate Holdsworth  
Robert Havens    
 
Alfred Hughes, Jr.   
Timothy Guarente 
Lynne Call 
 
 
Family Infant Toddler  258-2414 
Joanne Shaw 
Martha Healey-Nelson 
Mary Coogan 
Katherine Hallock 
 


