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Winston Prouty Center  
T-Shirts are Available! 

 

Kids sizes 2T-5/6    $5.00 
Adult sizes S-XL      $7.50 
Window Sticker       $2.50 

 

See Ann or Ani in the 
Front Office to get yours! 
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What brought you to the Winston Prouty Center and w hy do you do what you do? 
My son, Miles, was born with Cornelia de Lange Syndrome in 1988.  His needs were many and I was quite unprepared 
for the short term and long term of this diagnosis.  My friends tried to be supportive as listeners and were sympathetic to 
our needs, though I soon felt they could not possibly relate to what I was feeling. At four months of age, Miles started 
home based services through the Prouty Center. I gained confidence in how to help him and that just being his loving 
mommy was a huge part of what he needed. One day, a parent of two boys with Down Syndrome came to visit. As she 
told me of her joys and fears I felt my feelings overflow and released a flood of tears. Here was someone who could 
understand what I felt and could help me move forward!!  Four years later, I was offered a job at Prouty for Family Infant 
& Toddler Program as a Community Resource Parent. All I wanted was to be similar to that mom who helped me in 
1988, to offer an ear, be a shoulder to lean on or just provide resources a family needs. Here I am 17 years later, always 
with that goal in mind.  Hoping at least one family has thought of ME in that way! 
 
In your opinion, what is Prouty’s greatest strength ?  Part of Prouty's strength is the wonderful professional staff 
who believe in this community and that all children have strengths and deserve opportunities to flourish. 
 
What do you envision for the future of the Center? I hope Prouty will grow physically to accommodate more 
children, that early intervention will become birth to 5 years instead of just 3.  And I hope there will be room to have more 
programs or jobs for adults with special needs.  I have seen many changes over these 17 years and I look forward to seeing 
more as an employee and an observer in the years to come. 
 

    
W ish LW ish LW ish LW ish L istististist    
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JJooaannnnee  SShhaaww   
Prouty Anniversary: 12/14/93 
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A Note about CIS 
 
A significant focus for the CIS Team is to do outre ach to community providers of services to 
families with young children in order to better inf orm them of the relatively new collective of 
programs that is now known as Children’s Integrated  Services.  The community has been 
aware of CIS services as Family Infant Toddler Prog ram; Healthy Babies, Kids and Families; 
and Infant Child Guidance Program for many years an d must update their understanding of 
how to refer to and use these programs for families  they serve.  A major component of the 
service area for young children is medical – both p renatal and pediatric.  A team representing 
CIS will be attending the meeting of all community obstetricians and pediatricians at 
Brattleboro Memorial Hospital following their full hospital medical staff meeting at 7:30 pm on 
Monday, February 1.  David Bayer (ICG), Martha Heal ey-Nelson (FIT), Ellen Forsythe (HBKF) 
and Kathy Emerson (CIS Intake Coordinator) will pre sent an overview of CIS, how it functions, 
how referrals can be made and how cases are coordin ated and followed. 
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