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A Place Where
Child Belongs.
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2 Information courtesy of University of Maine Coop@ra Extension, found
§_= ------------------------------------------------------------------------- % http://extensionpubs.umext.maine.e@here are many interesting pamphl

2 on this site that can be downloaded or purchaset © “Recipe Ideas for
% Thrifty Families,” which offers meal ideas that d@reexpensive and of high
% nutritional value.
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An Inclusive Child Care Program

We practice inclusion at the Winston Prouty Center. So what does an inclusive
child care program look like? The following informa tion comes from Child Care
plus+ ( www.ccplus.org ), the Center on Inclusion in Early Childhood at th

University of Montana. “In an inclusive program, ch ildren with and without
disabilities participate in the same routines and p lay experiences. Providers
in inclusive program learn to recognize children as distinct individuals with
special strengths and needs. They continually make creative modifications to
routines and activities so that each child benefits from participating.”

It's inclusion when:
Everybody plays, learns, and grows—together.

Each child is included in every activity, routine, and learning
opportunity.

Teachers and caregivers plan activities appropriate for both the
developmental abilities and interest level of the ¢ hildren.
Parents value diversity and the powerful way childr en learn from
each other.

Each child has the opportunities to enjoy typical e very-day-little-
kid experiences.

What are some of the benefits for children in an in clusive program? “Early
childhood programs provide a playful and natural en vironment for all children

to grow and develop. The opportunity for children w ith disabilities to

participate in these experiences with other young c hildren has great value.
Children become aware of differences and similariti es between themselves and
their peers. As they play together, they develop a sense that everyone,
regardless of ability or disability has an importan t contribution. In addition,
children benefit from an environment where emphasis is placed on being
responsive to individual strengths and needs.”
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