The Prouty Voice
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A Place Where
Child Belongs.
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Calling all Newborns!

We in FITP recognize that parents are our partners  as we get to know their children. We
also know that all babies are born with remarkable competencies and behaviors that
can let us know what they need.

The Brazelton Institute has developed a structured neurobehavioral observation tool

called the Neonatal Behavioral Observation System, or NBO, that allows us to capture,
with parents, the essence of their newborn’s behavior. Not only do we learn  together how
a particular child responds to their new environmen t, but we also learn together how this
child can produce an organized response to its dema nds, and can already give us clues
on to how to support this response. In other words, this little new baby’s behavior can tell

us what he/she needs, if we know what to look for. In September, Mary began training to
learn this NBO System. Martha will attend the train  ing in November. To become certified

in the use of this tool, trainees need to practice with five newborn infants and their

parents. This assessment can take from 15 to 30 min  utes altogether, and includes
completion of a short questionnaire related to the family’s experience. If any family

would like to support our learning, while also show ing off their new baby, call FITP at 258 —
2414 to arrange a home visit at your family’s conve nience. Thank you, and

congratulations on your new little one!
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